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R SIVKAUMAR @ Twupattur
A Chola-period inscription re-
covered from a far off village in
Tirupattur has thrown lighton
battles fought by a Chola king
and a village chief’s charitable
services for priests around
1,000 years ago.
Archaeological enthusiasts
led by Tamil professor at Sa-
cred Heart College A Prabu and
retired professor of ancient
history and archaeology R
Sekar deciphered the inscrip-
tion with the help of epigra-
phist S Rajagopalan.
The team had stumbled upon
stones and the inscription
-three years ago at Chan-
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Chola perlod mscrzptlon sheds light on battles

Archaeological enthusiasts looking at
the stone inscription in Tirupattur

drapuram village, but the land
owner denied them access to
the stones. Recently, the team
got a stone, a part of which was
broken, for examination. They
took estampage of the inscrip-
tion and deciphered the con-

tents. The 21-line inscription is
four feet wide and five foot
high. The inscription was about
King Virarajendra Chola who
is believed to have lived be-
tween 1063 and 1070 CE. It con-
tained details of some battles
the king and his captain fought,

along with an eulogy for the

Kking.

“The battle Virarajendra
Chola fought with Chalukya
King Agavamallan at Kudal
Sangamam, and the defeat of
Vikalan and Chinkanan have
been detailed in the inscrip-
tion. Capturing of Vengainadu
by the Chola king also finds a
mention here,” Prabu said.

.

"DECCAN o

An encomium on the king

also sh
services and donations of land
for waterbodies. As many as
300 kuzhi (roughly 43,000 sq. ft.)
land was donated to a water-
body in the

According to Sekar, “We now
know that the Chola kings
showed keen interest in main-
taining waterbodies. This stone
inscription reveals details of
lands he donated.” The
thropist king is also mentioned
as Dukkaian Pallikondan.

During the Chola penod.
Chandrapuram, still known by
its ancient name, was under
Thagadur region, which at
present is in Dhargapurl

district.

ronicl
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" An anclenl Inscrlpllon on a stone lablet dating back to 9 C.E. was lound ina pri-
vate land at Kodaiyanchi village near Ambalur, Naatrampalli region, Vellore dis- , .
" trict, by a research team led by professor A Prabu of Sacred Heart College, and.
" research scholars Dharani Dharan and Saravanan. Tracing the history of :
Kodalyanchi village, Prof. A Prabu said that the village elders said the village had
a close connection to the Kasl Vishwanathar temple located in the village itself,
_which s situated 12 km southwest to VnnlyambadL The stone tablet of size 3x3
: thad 12 Ilnes. most ol whlch were erased. \ —K Se

Senthil Nathan  *

~sovedin:
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6,000—yr—01d megalithic site found near Vellore

‘Vellore: A team of students and faculty of -

Tirupattur Sacred Heart Collegeled by her-
itage enthusiasts and social activists have
discovered an at least 6,000-year-old dolme-
noid cist (coffin-like stone box to hold bod-
ies) during a field visit to Sengundram in
Gudiyattam taluk of Velloredistrict.

also discovered some cairn

ryBC.
=% A Prabhu, professor at the college’s Ta-
mil Department who was heading the
team, said some students from Sengun-
dram studying in the college had recently
alerted them that some anti-social ele-
ments, in an attempt to find ‘hidden frea
sure’, were damaging ancient stone struc-
tures located at an isolated spot in the vil-

heldafield visit and study at the site found
umlnyulsdolmemldcsls. outof whlch
v th

with each weighing a
minimum of five tonnes. We wonder
whether the cists were installed just by hu-
maneflort.”

K Mahendran, an environmental activ-
ist said, “Villagers who could not estimate
theage of the megalithicsite, call the cists
‘Pandavar kal' (Pandava stone). However,
we believe ‘mandavar kal' (stone of the
dead)later transformed to ‘Pandavar kal'.”

Prabhu said, “We consider Sengun-
dram village to be a treasure trove for the
archaeological department with evidence
of ancient human habitation. We urge the
department to conduct a fresh study and
take appropriate measures to preserve the
hisloriml slle_"

Wh,

by people in the
Prabhusaid.
RSeka:aherlmge enthusiast, said that
a study of the
clsL\ they found that they belonged to the

chlelzme'nu

of items, incl

age dating back to 3rd century

b BC and vero used for burying thedead. It

nyam, i
ASI, Chennax circle, he said, “So far, we - |

have not been informed about this mega-
lithicsite in Vellore. Once we get formal in-
formation with details and evidence of

study conducted by a licensed amhaeolo;
gist or heritage enthusiast, we will deploy

l

an ASI lwuforaﬁvshsun’eynm.snn.

was surprising that the

slabsusedlaemmheclsuwemaunfm

eport,
site would be wnsldtnd.
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Ancient art engravings on rock found in djs

v NARIYANAIURTHI @ Vellore

FOR the first time in the Tiru-
' pattur region, an ancient petro-
: glyph (art engravings on natural
‘ rock) was discovered recently by
‘ateam of college professors.

“The team. led by Dr A Prabhu,
compnsmg Dr Sivachandraku-
mar, social activist V Rad-
"hakrishnan and Muthamizh,
stumbled upon this rock with

t just symbols on it across a small

{rivulet in Rachchamangalam

t village.

; Explaining about the petro-
glyph Prabhu said it must be an
ancxent rock art or a relief, de-
picting some belief or cult, that

% dates back to thousands of years

f when scripts and inscriptions

! never existed. While the team is

t not able to interpret these sym-

! bols, it feels that intensive re-
search must be taken to explore
therock art. As Prabhu had con-
sulted some historians and au-

{t.hors of books on petroglyph,

¢ they gave different interpreta-

‘ tions, which included that the
.-symbols could indicate a funeral

CRITERION VII

The ancient petmglyph onarockin Rathchamangalam vnllage in Vellore dlstrlr(
was discovered by a team of college professors led by Dr A Prabhw | exeress

incident or a donation of land by
a king to a place of worship,
However, the age of the rock or
the time period when this could
have happened was elusive.
According to the team, the two
circles on the top could depict
the Sun and the Moon, The pick-
axelike icon could be associated

with royal authority (usually
yesteryear kings sat on a throne
with a special umbrella, which
is referred in Tamil as ‘Venkotr-
akudai'), while the pot structure
could mean a woman and the
fish-like symbol a measure for
the land, which had been donat-
ed to a temple with a woman de-

ity. The experts had argued tha,
during the rule of Vijayanagara
kings, stones with symbols used
to be erected to assign a particu-
larland toa nearby temple, said
Prabhu.

However, the team is not con-
vinced of this theory. Usually,
kings had been giving royal
grants, which were depicted on
separate stones with inscrip-
tions or a deed made of copper
plate, or on paim leaves. Many
such stones and i inscriptions had
been identified across the State
and were validated by archeolo-
gists and explorers, added
Prabhu

Countering the argument
about the royal gift, he won-
dered, if the pictorial represen-
tation had been a royal deed,
how did it come on a natural
rock right in the middle of rivu-
let. There is no trace of land ora
temple, which could have re-
ceived the grant, nearby. But,
further exploration would be
needed to find whether the rock
art had belonged to the Vijayana-
gara period or not, he said.

Protect
rock art

Dr A Prabhu,

. who led the

team, says a
proper

study on the
petroglyph
by archeolo- *
glsts would
unravel ;
many Inter-
esting

detalls of {
the past. He -
has called
for the pro-
tection of
the rock art
as vested
Interests
have
already
started
removing
sand and

. rocks from

the spot
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A study team comprising Dr A. Prabhu, Department of Tamil, Sacred Heart College,
Tirupattur, History and Archeology Professor Dr Shekar and research scholars
Dharanitharan and Saravanan, during their field study found an inscription dating
back to the Veerarajendra Cholan period (1070 AD). Explaining their findings, Dr A
Prabhu said that several artifacts of historical importance dating back to ancient
times have been found in Tirupattur region, and data collected have been made offi-
cial documents. During field studies, they came across a herostone measuring four
feet in width and five feet in height in the farmland of one Jeyakumar in a place
called Yerikodi. The tablet was broken in five pieces. Inscriptions on the tablet were
made in 21 sentences, with each line neatly underlined. The inscriptions contained
the achievements of King Veerarajendra Chola VII. Epigraphist S Rajagopal also con
firmed our findings, added Dr Prabhu. =~ K. Senthil Nathan
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An 8th cenutury tomb stone of a king portraying ‘Impalement stake' where criminals are

" punished found by a team from Tirupathur's Sacred Heart College in Vellore. .

—K.Senthil Nathan
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~ One more heroine stone unearthed near Tirupattur

EAPRSS VNS SERVCE @i

A team of teachers attached to
the Sacred Heart College in Tiru-
pattur stumbled upon another
heroine stone near Tirupattur,
which they claimed to be dating
back to 12th century CE. Profes-
sorPrabhu of the Department of

{  Tamil said the stone was identi-

fied when he along with his col-

" league § Sivachandrakumar and

archeological activist Mutham-
izh undertook a field study in Sal-
liyur village near Tirupattur
recently. !
Tt was found buried in a farm-

1and and the team members were
able to excavate it with local sup-
port, though with much difficul-
ty. A few months ago, the team
identified the first heroine stone
in the State, believed {o be dating
back to the Naickar rule in the
14th century, in Karuppur near
Tirupattur, The one excavated
from Salliyur is the second of its
kind identified by this team in
the reglon,

Prabhu said the woman figu-
rine carved in stone with a bow
and arrow in her hands, also
sported a dagger on her hip.
Trom the attire of the herolne, it

could be deciphered that she was
either preparing for a battle or
had returned from it. She had
jewellery around her neck while
her hair was tied in the back. The
stone must have been sculpted
from inside out, the professors
observed.

“Taking into consideration the
attire and other appearances of
the figure, the stone could have

been erected during the 12th cen-
tury,” they said. They said such
stones were usually erected for
those who once fought to protect
the region against aggressors
and died in battle. The aggression
could be from enemy countries or
robbers.

Some of the elders in the vil-
lage recalled that the stone was
found near a huge neem tree

very faw herolne stones have been found sofa. This five-and-a-half-

Q While many hero stones were dentifled from many parts of the State,

ftby four ft stone, therefore, assumesa lot of significance
Professars of Sacred Heart College Tirupattur

many years ago. When the tree
was removed, the stone got bur-
ed under the debris and the vil-
Jagers never cared to restore it
(lose tothe place from where the
stone was unearthed is a temple
in ruins. Locals called it Pattala-
ththamman Temple', meaning
the temple of ‘army woman', pos-
sibly referring to the woman
carved in the stone.

The teacherssaid they haveex-
plained the importance of the
hero and heroine stones to the
villages and the need to preserve
the historical value of such
artefacts.
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